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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 20-28 and 43-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 20 and 43, are not limited to tangible embodiments. In view of applicant's 
disclosure, specification page 1 1 and 12, the medium is not limited to tangible embodiments, 
instead being defined as including both tangible embodiments (e.g., a floppy disk, a flexible disk, 
hard disk, CD-ROM, or magnetic tape) and intangible embodiments (e.g., acoustic and light 
waves). As such, the claim is not limited to statutory subject matter and is therefore non- 
statutory. 

To overcome the 101 rejection, the claims need to be amended to include only the 
physical component 

Claims 21-28 and 44-48 are rejected by virtue of their dependency on a rejected base 

claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 29-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by Rust 

(US Pub. 2004/0054728). 

As per claim 29, Rust discloses a method in a particular client system from among a 
plurality of clients systems (Presenter client 110 and Attendee client 120) enabled to 
communicate with one another in a messaging session facilitated by a messaging server (i.e. 
Control server 140) through at least one instant messaging channel via a network (e.g. LAN, 
WAN, intranet) for participating in a messaging session facilitated through a particular instant 
messaging channel, said method comprising the steps of (pg. 3, par. 0029-0030): 

• Controlling outputs at said particular client systems to a user participating in said 
messaging session of entries associated with said messaging session received via said messaging 
server from a plurality of users participating in said messaging session (i.e. controls when the 
session is recorded and the name of the session; pg. 3, par. 0031 and 0033); and 

• In response to receiving a recording indicator for said messaging session from said 
messaging server, adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of 
message entries being recorded into a separate log by said messaging server, such that said user 
participating in said messaging session is notified when message entries posted by said user and 
said plurality of users are being recorded (i.e. message indicates audio or visual data which is 
recorded in separate logs; pg. 4, par. 0037-0038 and par. 0040-0041). 

As per claim 30, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, wherein said messaging server comprises one of said plurality of client 
systems (pg. 3, par. 0029-0030). 

As per claim 30, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, said method further comprising the step of: 
in response to receiving a request to record by said user at said particular client system, 
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transmitting a request to record a specified selection of entries associated with said messaging 
session to said messaging server (i.e. client sends a request to record a session with audio or 
visual events; pg. 4, par. 0038-0040). 

As per claim 33, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, said method further comprising the steps of: 
receiving from said messaging server a recording approval request for recording a 
specified selection of entries associated with said messaging session, and 
in response to an indication of approval selected by said user, transmitting said indication 
of approval to said messaging server (pg. 4, par. 0037). 

As per claim 34, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, said step of adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among 
said plurality of message entries being recorded, further comprising the step of: 
adjusting a textual output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of entries 
being recorded (pg. 5, par. 0047-0049 and 0053-0054). 

As per claim 35, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, said step of adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among 
said plurality of message entries being recorded., further comprising the step of: 
adjusting a graphical output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of 
entries being recorded (pg. 5, par. 0047-0049 and 0053-0054). 

As per claim 36, Rust discloses the method for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 29, said step of adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among 
said plurality of message entries being recorded, further comprising the step of: 
adjusting an audible output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of entries 
being recorded (pg. 5, par. 0047-0049 and 0053-0054). 

As per claim 37, Rust discloses a system for participating in a messaging session, said 
system comprising: 

a particular client messaging system from among a plurality of client systems 
communicatively connected to a networks wherein said plurality of client systems are enabled to 
communicate with one another through a messaging session facilitated by a messaging server 
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through an instant messaging channel via a network; said particular client messaging system 
further comprising: means for controlling output to a user participating in a messaging session of 
entries associated with said messaging session received via said messaging server from a 
plurality of users participating in said messaging session; and means for adjusting said output to 
distinguish a selection from among said plurality of message entries being recorded into a 
separate log by said messaging server, in response to receiving a recording indicator for said 
messaging session from said messaging server, such that said user participating in said 
messaging session is notified when message entries posted by said user and said plurality of 
users are being recorded. 

Claim 37 list all the same elements of claim 29, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 29 applies equally as well to 
claim 37. 

As per claim 38, Rust discloses the system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 37, said particular client messaging system further comprising: 
means for transmitting a request to record a specified selection of entries associated with 
said messaging session to said messaging server, in response to receiving a request to record by 
said user. 

Claim 38 list all the same elements of claim 32, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 32 applies equally as well to 
claim 38. 

As per claim 39, Rust discloses the system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 37, said particular client messaging system further comprising: 
means for receiving a recording approval request from said messaging server for 
recording a specified selection of entries associated with said messaging session; and 
means for transmitting said indication of approval to said messaging server, in response 
to an indicator of approval selected by said user. 

Claim 39 list all the same elements of claim 33 but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 33 applies equally as well to 
claim 39. 
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As per claim 40, Rust discloses the system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 37 said means for adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among 
said plurality of message entries being recorded, further comprising: 
means for adjusting a textual output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality 
of entries being recorded. 

Claim 40 list all the same elements of claim 34, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 34 applies equally as well to 
claim 40. 

As per claim 41, Rust discloses the system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 37 said means for adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among 
said plurality of message entries being recorded, further comprising: 
means for adjusting a graphical output to distinguish a selection from among said 
plurality of entries being recorded. 

Claim 41 list all the same elements of claim 35, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 35 applies equally as well to 
claim 41. 

As per claim 42, Rust discloses the system for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 37, said means for adjusting maid output to distinguish a selection from 
among said plurality of message entries being recorded, further comprising: 
means for adjusting an audible output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality 
of entries being recorded. 

Claim 42 list all the same elements of claim 36, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 36 applies equally as well to 
claim 42. 

As per claim 43, Rust discloses a program for participating in a messaging session, 
residing on a computer usable medium having computer readable program code means, said 
program comprising: 

means for enabling a client system to communicate with at least a selection of a plurality 

of client systems via at least one messaging session facilitated by a messaging server through an 
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instant messaging channel via a network; means for controlling output to a user participating in 
said messaging session of entries associated with said messaging session received via said 
messaging server from a plurality of users participating in said messaging session; and 
means for adjusting said output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of 
message entries being recorded into a separate log by said messaging server, in response to 
receiving a recording indicator for said messaging session. 

Claim 43 is substantially the same as claim 29 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 29. 

As per claim 44, Rust discloses the program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 43, said program further comprising: 

means for transmitting a request to record a specified selection of entries associated with 

said messaging session to said messaging server, in response to receiving a request to record by 

said user. 

Claim 44 is substantially the same as claim 32 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 32, 

As per claim 45, Rust discloses the program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 43, said program further comprising: 

means for receiving a recording approval request from said messaging server for 
recording a specified selection of entries associated with said messaging session, and 
means for transmitting said indication of approval to said messaging server in response 
to an indication of approval selected by said user. 

Claim 45 is substantially the same as claim 33 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 33. 

As per claim 46, Rust discloses the program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 43, said program further comprising: 

means for adjusting a textual output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality 
of entries being recorded. 

Claim 46 is substantially the same as claim 34 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 34. 
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As per claim 47, Rust discloses the program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 43, said program further comprising: 

means for adjusting a graphical output to distinguish a selection from among said 
plurality of entries being recorded. 

Claim 47 is substantially the same as claim 35 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 35. 

As per claim 48, Rust discloses the program for participating in a messaging session 
according to claim 43, said program further comprising: 

adjusting an audible output to distinguish a selection from among said plurality of entries 
being recorded. 

Claim 48 is substantially the same as claim 36 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 36. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-13, 15-17, 19-22, 24-26, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Schoof, II (US 5,440,624) and in view of Byers et al. (US 6,987,841). 

As per claim 1, Schoof II discloses a method in at least one server system (i.e. 
conference controller 130) for enabling at least one messaging session (i.e. conference) via an 
instant messaging channel (i.e. path 102) through a network (i.e. network 100) between at least a 
selection of a plurality of separate client systems (i.e. terminals 105, 1 10, 115, 120, 125, and 
130) communicatively connected to said networks (i.e. telephone network 20 and LAN 14) for 
recording a messaging session, said method comprising the steps of (col. 5, lines 31-53 and col. 
6, lines 5-32); 
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• In response to receiving a request to record a messaging session at said server system 
130, recording a log (i.e. a archive record 440) of a requested selection of a plurality of 
message entries associated with said messaging session (i.e. all messages sent to the 
context controller are written to the archived record file; col. 13, lines 23-32), separate 
from distribution said plurality of message entries to said selection of said plurality of 
separate client systems (col. 13, lines 23-32 and lines 33-38); and 

• Notify a plurality of users participating in said messaging session via said selection of 
said plurality of separate client systems of said recording of said requested selection of 
said plurality of message entries (col. 8, lines 4-15). 

Although Schoof, II et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed, Schoof, II et al. 
are silent regarding notify a plurality of users participating in said messaging session via said 
selection of said plurality of separate client systems of said recording of said requested selection 
of said plurality of message entries 

Byers et al., in an analogous art disclose a system utilized for recording an audio 
conference call. Byers et al. further discloses receiving a request from a communicating party to 
record the audio conference and receiving authorization to record the communication from the 
other parties participating in the conference (col. 3, lines 37-41 and col. 8, lines 9-27). 

Hence, providing the request to record the audio conference as disclosed by Byers et al. 
would be desired in order to provide authenticated proof of the communication, identification of 
the communicating parties, authenticated copies of the recording, and notify other parties of the 
recorded communication (col. 2, lines 42-45 and col. 3, lines 37-41 and lines 65-67). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Schoof, II by sending a request to the telephone 
system from the conference participants to record the audio conference as disclosed by Byers et 
al. in order to authenticate data associated with the recording and notify participants of the record 
communication. 

As per claim 3, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 1 , said method further comprising the steps of: 
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submitting a plurality of approval requests to a selection of said plurality of user 
participating in said messaging session; and controlling recording of said messaging session 
according to responses to said plurality of approval requests (i.e. Byers discloses receiving 
authorization from the communicating parties to record the conversation. Byers further discloses 
recording the conversation if party agrees or if party refuses, terminating the call or continuing 
with conversation without recording; col. 8,lines 9-26). 

As per claim 4, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 3, said method further comprising the steps of: 

in response to receiving a request to record said messaging session at said server system, 
determining authorization required for recording; and only recording said log of said messaging 
session if said plurality of approval requests are received as required by said authorization (Byers 
discloses receiving authorization to record to record the communication; col. 3, lines 38-41 and 
col.8, lines 9-26). 

As per claim 6, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1, said method farther comprising the step of: 

storing said log recording said messaging session at a message repository (col. 5, lines 65-67 and 
col. 13, lines 55-67). 

As per claim 7, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1 , said method further comprising the step of: transmitting said log recording said 
messaging session to said plurality of users participating in said messaging session (col. 10, lines 
32-57). 

As per claim 8, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1 , said method further comprising the step of: 

receiving said request to record from a user participating in said messaging session (Byers 
discloses receiving a request to record the communication; col. 3, lines 57-60 and col. 7, lines 6- 

11). 

As per claim 10, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 1 , said step of notifying a plurality of users participating in said messaging session of said 
recording of said requested selection of said plurality of message entries further comprising the 
step of: 
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notifying said plurality of users by transmitting a recording indicator to each of said 

plurality of users according to a plurality of separate recording preferences each corresponding 

to a separate user from among said plurality of users (Byers: col. 8, lines 9-26). 

As per claim 11, Schoof II discloses a system for recording a messaging session, said system 

comprising: a messaging server communicatively connected to a network, said messaging server 

for enabling at least one messaging session via an instant messaging channel through said 

network between at least a selection of a plurality of separate client systems communicatively 

connected to said network to facilitate said messaging session; said messaging server further 

comprising: 

means for recording a log of a requested selection of a plurality of message entries 
associated with said messaging session, in response to receiving a request to record a messaging 
session, separate from distributing said plurality of message entries to said selection of said 
plurality of separate client systems; and means for notifying a plurality of users participating in 
said messaging session via said selection of said plurality of separate client systems of said 
recording of said requested selection of said plurality of message entries. 

Claim 11 list all the same elements of claim 1, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 1 applies equally as well to 
claim 11. 

As per claim 12, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session according to 
claim 11, said messaging server further comprising: 

means for determining a plurality of approval requests to a selection of said plurality of 
user participating in said messaging session; and 

means for controlling recording of said messaging session according to responses to said 
plurality of approval requests. 

Claim 12 list all the same elements of claim 3, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 3 applies equally as well to 
claim 12. 

As per claim 13, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 12, said messaging server further comprising: 
means for determining authorization required for recording, in response to receiving 
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said request to record said messaging session; and 

means for only recording said log of said messaging session if said plurality of approval 
requests are received as required by said authorization. 

Claim 13 list all the same elements of claim 4, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 4 applies equally as well to 
claim 13. 

As per claim 15, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 11, said messaging server further comprising: 
means for storing said log recording said messaging session at a message 
repository. 

Claim 15 list all the same elements of claim 6, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 6 applies equally as well to 
claim 15. 

As per claim 16, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 11, said messaging server further comprising: 
means for transmitting said log recording said messaging session to said plurality 
of users participating in said messaging session. 

Claim 16 list all the same elements of claim 7, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 7 applies equally as well to 
claim 16. 

As per claim 17, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 11, said messaging server further comprising: 
means for receiving said request to record from a user participating in said 
messaging session. 

Claim 17 list all the same elements of claim 8, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 8 applies equally as well to 
claim 17. 

As per claim 18, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 11, said messaging server further comprising: 
means for receiving said request to record from a user not participating in said 
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messaging session who is authorized to record said messaging session. 

Claim 18 list all the same elements of claim 9, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 9 applies equally as well to 
claim 18. 

Claim 19 list all the same elements of claim 10, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 10 applies equally as well to 
claim 19. 

As per claim 20, Schoof II discloses a program for recording a messaging session, 
residing on a computer usable medium having computer readable program code means, said 
program comprising: 

means for enabling at least one messaging session via an instant messaging channel 
through a network between at least a selection of a plurality of separate client systems 
communicatively connected to said network 

means for enabling recording of a log of a requested selection of a plurality of message 
entries associated with said messaging session separate from distributing said plurality of 
message entries to said selection of said plurality of separate client systems, in response to 
receiving a request to record a messaging session; and 

means for notifying a plurality of users participating in said messaging session via said 
selection of said plurality of separate client systems of said recording of said requested selection 
of said plurality of message entries. 

Claim 20 is substantially the same as claim 1 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 1. 

As per claim 21, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 20, said program further comprising: 

means for submitting a plurality of approval requests to a selection of said plurality of 
user participating in said messaging session; and 

means for controlling recording of said messaging session according to responses to said 
plurality of approval requests. 

Claim 21 is substantially the same as claim 3 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 3. 
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As per claim 22, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21 , said program further comprising: 

means for determining authorization required for recording, in response to receiving 
said request to record said messaging session; and 

means for only enabling recording of said messaging session if said plurality of approval 
requests are received as required by said authorization. 

Claim 22 is substantially the same as claim 4 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 4. 

As per claim 24, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling storage of said log recording said messaging session at a message repository. 

Claim 24 is substantially the same as claim 6 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 6. 

As per claim 25, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling transmission of said log recording said messaging session to 
said plurality of users participating in said messaging session. 

Claim 25 is substantially the same as claim 7 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 7. 

As per claim 26, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21 , said program further comprising: 

means for enabling receipt of said request to record from a user participating in said 
messaging session. 

Claim 26 is substantially the same as claim 8 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 8. 

As per claim 28, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 2 1 , said means for notifying a plurality of users participating in said 
messaging session of said recording of said requested selection of said plurality of message 
entries further comprising: 

means for notifying said plurality of users by transmitting a recording indicator to each of 
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said plurality of users according to a plurality of separate recording preferences each 
corresponding to a separate user from among said plurality of users. 

Claim 28 is substantially the same as claim 10 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to 
those in rejecting claim 10. 

5. Claims 5, 9, 14, 19, 23, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schoof, II (US 5,440,624), in view of Byers et al. (US 6,987,841), and in further view of 
Fenton (US 5,619,555). 

As per claim 5, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 1 , said method further comprising the step of: 
in response to receiving a request to stop recording at said server system, stopping 
recording of said messaging session into said log (col. 10, lines 27-35; Byers discloses 
documenting the refusal of another party to permit the recording of the communication). 

Although Schoof, II et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed, Schoof, II et al. 
are silent regarding receiving a request to stop recording at said server system. 

Fenton et al., in an analogous art disclose a audio conference system. Fenton et al., 
further discloses the capability to start and stop an audio conference recording (col. 10, lines 27- 
35). 

Hence, providing the start and stop capability as disclosed by Fenton would be desired in 
order to allow the user to enable or disable the recording of the conference (col. 3, lines 20-35). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Schoof, II et al. by including the start and stop 
capability as disclosed by Fenton et al. in order to allow the user to control the recording of the 
conference. 

As per claim 9, Schoof II discloses the method for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 1, said method further comprising the step of: 
receiving said request to record from a user not participating in said messaging 
session who is authorized to record said messaging session (col. 3, lines 20-37 and col. 10, lines 
1-35). 
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As per claim 14, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 11 , said messaging server further comprising: 
means for stopping recording of said messaging session into said log, in response to 
receiving a request to stop recording. 

Claim 14 list all the same elements of claim 5, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 5 applies equally as well to 
claim 14. 

As per claim 19, Schoof II discloses the system for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 1 1 , said means for notifying a plurality of users participating in said 
messaging session of said recording of said requested selection of said plurality of message 
entries further comprising: 

means for notifying said plurality of user by transmitting a recording indicator to each of 
said plurality of users according to a plurality of separate recording preferences each 
corresponding to a separate user from among said plurality of users. 

As per claim 23, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21 , said program further comprising: 

means for stopping recording of said messaging session into said log. in response to 
receiving a request to stop recording. 

Claim 23 is substantially the same as claim 5 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to those in 
rejecting claim 5. 

As per claim 27, Schoof II discloses the program for recording a messaging session 
according to claim 21, said program further comprising: 

means for enabling receipt of said request to record from a user not participating in 

said messaging session who is authorized to record said messaging session. 

Claim 27 is substantially the same as claim 9 and is thus rejected for reasons similar to those in 

rejecting claim 9. 

6. Claims 49, and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rust (US Pub 2004/0054728), and in view of Schoof, II (US 5,440,624). 
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As per claim 49, Rust discloses a user interface (i.e. GUI program) at a client system 
(i.e. remote computers or workstation 16 and 18) for controlling recording of messaging sessions 
(i.e. audio conference) facilitated by a messaging server (i.e. central server) through at least one 
instant messaging channel via a network (i.e. LAN 14 and telephone network 20) between a 
plurality of client systems (i.e. remote computers or workstation 16 and 18), comprising: 
a selectable item for initiating recording by said messaging server of a log of a selection 
of message entries within a particular messaging session (col. 10, lines 26-35); and 
a changing textual display of a plurality of message entries within said particular 
messaging session for distinguishing said recorded selection of message entries within said 
particular messaging session (col. 9, lines 45-64). 

Although Rust disclose the invention substantially as claimed, Rust is silent regarding a 
selectable item for initiating recording by said messaging server of a log of a selection of 
message entries within a particular messaging session. 

Schoof, II, in an analogous art disclose a system utilized for conducting electronic 
conferences. Schoof, II, further discloses a archive record file that is utilized to store messages 
sent from any user participating in the conference (col. 13, lines 19-32). 

Hence, providing the archive record file as disclosed by Schoof, II would be desired in 
order to assure the best dissemination of the conference information (col. 3, lines 62-67). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Rust by saving and/or recording the conference 
information in the archive record file as disclosed by Schoof, II in order to provide the 
conference information in the most efficient and cost-effective manner. 

As per claim 51, Rust discloses a user interface for controlling recording of messaging 
sessions according to claim 49, wherein said changing textual display distinguishes between 
topics within said particular messaging session (col. 9, lines 45-64). 

As per claim 52, Rust discloses a user interface for controlling recording of messaging 
sessions according to claim 49, further comprising: 

a selectable item for stopping recording by said messaging server of said selection of 
message entries (col. 10, lines 26-35). 
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As per claim 49, Rust discloses a user interface for controlling recording of messaging 
sessions according to claim 49. further comprising: 

a selectable item for pausing recording by said messaging server of said selection of 
message entries (col. 10, lines 26-35). 

As per claim 49, Rust discloses a user interface for controlling recording of messaging 
sessions according to claim 49, further comprising: 

a graphical indicator of current recording of said selection of message entries by said 
messaging server (col. 5, lines 25-60). 

7. Claims 49, and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rust (US Pub 2004/0054728), in view of Schoof, II (US 5,440,624), and in further view of Byers 
et al. (US 6,987,841). 

As per claim 50, Rust discloses a user interface for controlling recording of messaging 
sessions according to claim 49, further comprising: 

a selectable approval indicator for indicating approval to said messaging server of 
recording of a log of said selection of message entries. 

Although Rust disclose the invention substantially as claimed, Rust is silent regarding a 
selectable item for initiating recording by said messaging server of a log of a selection of 
message entries within a particular messaging session. 

Byers et al., in an analogous art disclose a system utilized for recording an audio 
conference call. Byers et al. further discloses receiving a request from a communicating party to 
record the audio conference and receiving authorization to record the communication from the 
other parties participating in the conference. In addition, Byers et al discloses an indicator to 
agree or disagree to the conversation being recorded (col. 3, lines 37-41 and col. 8, lines 9-27). 

Hence, providing the indicator to agree or disagree to the conversation being recorded as 
disclosed by Byers et al. would be desired in order to provide the system with a proper signal to 
indicate whether or not a conference should be recorded (col. 8, lines 9-27). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Rust by sending a signal to the telephone system 
from the conference participants to record or not record the audio conference as disclosed by 
Byers et al. in order to properly identify the conferences that should be recorded. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robianca Perry whose telephone number is 571-272-5812. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Robianca Perry 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153 
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